Wiy Care About DV?

Because domestic violence is our issue. While there are
no definitive statistics on the prevalence of domestic
violence against intersex and trans people, we believe
from our experiences that a disproportionately high
percentage of intersex and trans people experience
domestic violence. This should be no surprise: in a
society where we are constantly told that we are
abnormal, sick, crazy, and unworthy, abusive partners
can easily take advantage of our self-doubt, insecurities,
shame, and other physical and emotional vulnerabilities
that we have due to the oppressions that target us.

In particular, intersex children are frequently taught
to accept physical violation at the hand of those we trust
and silence and shame that go along with it, setting us
up to be victimized later in our lives.

In addition, it is harder for us to leave abusive
relationships due to lack of resources, job and housing
discrimination, and isolation from family networks.
Intersex and trans people are frequently mistreated
and abused by medical professionals, law enforcement,
and social service agencies, which leaves us without
trustworthy resources when we need them the most.

“Your silence will not protect you... The
fact that we are here and that | speak
these words is an attempt to break that
silence... And there are so many silences to
be broken.” - Audre Lorde
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Weys We Are Targeled

In addition to all the tactics abusers use to batter

their non-trans, non-intersex partners, intersex and trans
survivors may experience the following tactics that
abusers used against us to maintain power and control
over us.

* being ridiculed for how our bodies look.

* being “outed” at workplace or to friends and family
members.

* being called “it” or other pronouns not preferred by
us.

* being told that nobody would love us if we leave
because of who we are.

* being told that nobody would believe us because we
are “freaks.”

* having medical treatment sabotaged or unwanted
treatment forced.

* being threatened that we would lose children.

* being raped as a way to deny our identities.

* being eroticized/fetishized against our will for having
“exotic” bodies.

This is obviously not an exhaustive or definitive list, but
you get the picture. In the past, many survivors who are
intersex or trans have buried our pains within, fearing
that speaking out might cost us our jobs, children,
communities, etc. Survivor Project believes that we will
not be truly safe until we end all violence and oppression
that target or divide us. Please join us in breaking these
silences and fighting back. Contact us for how.
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